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. ' : STATE OF MINNESOTA 3100

DEPARTMENT_ atural Regources=iletro Forestr) O { f [ce M emoran d um
TO P Bill torri neey DATE: Jllly 6 , 1(/7{;

Trail Planning Supervisor
FROM : Larry Yesterberg
Hastings District Forester

SUBJECT: Uildfire Potential along Froposed St. Croix Trail

The area involved is from Bayport southerly to highway 61 by Hastings
and can be divided into two rather distinct areas; from Bayport to
Afton the terrain is relatively level and built up and from Afton to
highway 61 vhere the terrain is steep, wooded and quite wild. The
former area should pose little danger in that the arca is highly
accessible and most of the dicussion in this report i1l deal with

.

the latter area.

.

The vegetative cover along the railroad right-of-way is mainly mixed
hardwoods with highly scattered arcas of gfass and red cedar. The
few rrass areas are csencrally by homes that are cleose to the tracke.
Because of the scenic river designation and the end of right—of-way

maintenance the tendency will be to more hardwoods and less grass.
‘Hardwood stands have a low fire danger rating for several reasons:

l. They do not have volotile resins in the leaves like conifers
doe.

2. The crowmmns are less continuous and do not carry a crown fire
very well if at all. ‘ . -

3. The fuel ladder necessary to get a crowm fire going is us—
ually not present.

L. The soils are gencrally better and any ground vegetation

is more lush and moist.,







. ' ' Pare 2
Hordvoods are being planted to brezk up large vine areas to create fuel breaks.
If a crown fire pets started it will drop to the ground when it hits the hard-
voods and be more easily put out. Ixcept for the stretch from hizhway 61 to
Point Douglas the slopes along the proposed trail are penerally east facing.

This slone is much cooler and more moist than south or west slopes because it

is shaded by the time the sun zets up hi~h and is exposed for a shorter time also.

Iire fighting along the proposcd trail may be easier than at present because
access will be improved. At present it is very difficult to drive trucks on the
railroad but the trail will provide an excellent access road. Hand tools are
the most efficient method of fire fightins on the steep slopeé. In the more
level areas porth of Afton, hose and nozzles can be used much easier than on
steen slopes. The most common fire in this area is a surface fire with rakes
and ¢iovels being an excellent means of putting out this type of fire. The main
fuel is leaves and ground litter and thqse must be turned over anyway if water
is to be effective. Tlater should be used whenever possible but too often it is
thourht of as bonn" the only way to ficht fire. Mop up is very important and
uater should be used alons with hand tools to make sure all the heavier fuels
are out before leaving. Fires that start between the lake and tracic ;senerally
will not cross the traclk because they do not have enoush momentum. If fires
cross the track it-is usually cueto en extreme fire condition. If the proposed
trail is put in and these exitreme conditions occur the trail can be closed.

. Another possibility is to post the current fire danser at trail access points

and key permitted activities to the fire danger rating.

In the past fire has not been a problem along the railroad right-of-way. Hastincs

<

fire department has had ¢ fires in the past § years (197.-1977) alon: the stretch
from hichuvay 61 to 60th Street North. Lower St.Croixz Valley fire department did
not report any unusual problems alonj the tracl tage. and, reported onec fire along
the bicycle path.hetveen Afton and Lakeland. Phls is not saying fire cennot
become a problem but in the areas of the seven county metro area that DNR has
rotten fire reports from railroads account for 285 of the fires and "children™
only 15" Cottare Grove has sli htly more than double "children" caused fires

over railrod fires but most of these occur near the child's home or play area.

.
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In summary, I do not think that creatin- a troil along the railroad richt—of-iay
A1l sirnificantly chanse the fire occurrence from what it is nowe T recommend

that the following precautions oe talen:

1. llaintenance crews and vehicles be ccuipped with some fire ecuinment.

These crews should have radio communication to allow contact with headquarters.
Z«  The trail should be mainboined so it is drivable by emergency vehicles. dAs

a minimunm ross fire truclis and preferably pumpers and tanizers also.

L« TFire dancer signs be posted at access points. -

5« During periods of extreme fire dancer the trail be closed to use, and possibly
the prohibition of smolzinsg on the ftrail darins periods of high fire danger.

6o Probably the most important item, local residents take an active part in pre-

venting fires.

Liisoo )
cc: 311l Yeir

Larry Seymour

Darwin Anderson






STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Rules and Regulations for
State Recreational Trails

NR 20—State Recreational Trails

(a) PURPOSE

1t is the purposc of these statewide rules and regulations to provide for
public use of designated state recreational trails while protecting the quality
of the trail environment to promote long term trail use and enjoyment.

(b) JURISDICTION AND SCOPE

These rules and regulations are promulgated under the authority of Min-
nesota Statutes, Section 84.03. and Minnesota Statutes, Section 84.86, and
apply to state recreational trails, which are (aa) those trails established by the
Legislature in Minnesota Statutes, Section 85.015 when designated by the
Commissioner of Natural Resources by order filed with the Secretary of
State; and (bb) those other trails desif d by the C issi by order
filed with the Secretary of State after a public hearing conducted pursuant
to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 15, in a county through which the proposed
trail passes. These rules and regulations shall not apply to any person law-
fully engaged in the performance of his dutics in the development, mainte-
nance and operation of such trails, including but not limited to, the Com-
missioner of Natural Resources, his agents, employees, those persons
operating under contract with the Department of Natural Resources and law
enforcement officers.

(c) SEVERABILITY

The provisions of these rules and regulations shall be severable, and the
invalidity of any paragraph, subparagraph, or subdivision thereof shall not
make void any other paragraph, subparagraph, subdivision or any other part.

(d) DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of these rules and reguiations. the terms defined in this
section have the meanings given them. 5

(1) “Bicycle” means any land based vehicle powered by human muscle.

(2) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Natural Resources,
State of Minnesota, acting directly or through his authorized agent.

(3) “Drug” means any drug, controlled substance, or immediate pre-
cursor found in Schedules I through V of Minnesota Statutes, Section 152.02,
and marijuana, as defined in Minnesota Statutes, Section 152.01, Subd. 9.

(4) “Horseback riding” includes all modes of human travel produced
at least in part by non-human muscle.

(5) “Intoxicating liquor” for the purposes of these rules means liquors
which are intoxicating pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 340.07, and
malt liquor containing not less than one-half of one percent alcohol by
volume nor more than 3.2% alcohol by weight.

(6) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle and any vehicle
propelled or drawn by a self-propelled vehicle including, but not limited to.
automobiles, trucks, dune buggies, mini-bikes, motorcycles, trail bikes and
all terrain vehicles (ATV’s).

(7) “Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation or as-
sociation.

(8) “Snowmobile” means any self-propelled vehicle designed for travel
on snow or ice and steered by skis or runners.

(9) “Special event” means an organized rally, race, exhibit, demonstra-
tion or other similar activity of limited duration which is conducted accord-
}ng Jg a prearranged schedule and in which general public interest is mani-

ested.

(10) “Trail” means all of that land contained within the area designated
as a state recreational trail by the Commissioner.

(11) “Treadway” means that part of the trail constructed for travel.

(e) USE OF A TRAIL
(1) Trail Uses
Subject to the limitations imposed by these regulations and other duly en-
acted statutes, rules and ordinances, or unless specifically prohibited by the
Commissioner, trails may be used for snowmobiling and all non-motorized
forms of recreation, including but not limited to hiking, bicycling, horseback
riding, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, camping and picnicking.

(2) Motor vehicles
No motor vehicle, other than a snowmobile, shall be operated within a
trail, except upon a legal road or highway as those terms are defined in
Minnesota Statutes, Section 160.02, Subdivision 7, and except as authorized
by the Commissioner.
(3) Snowmobiles
No snowmobile shall be operated within a trail except upon treadways
designated for such use and under diti idered adeq or the
protection of the trail by the Commissioner.

(4) Horses
No one shall ride, lead or drive a horse or other beast of burden upon a
trail except upon treadways designated for such use.

(5) Trail hours
Any specific use of a trail may be limited to hours designated by the
Commissioner and any use in violation of such limitation is unlawful.

(6) Traffic control

(aa) Trail signs shall be obeyed.

(bb) When on a trail treadway, all trail users must stay on the right
half of the treadway when meeting or being passed by another trail user.

(cc) When passing another trail user traveling in the same direction a
trail user must pass on the left half of the treadway and may pass only when
such left half is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient
distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be completely made
without interfering with the safety of any trail user approaching from the
opposite direction or any trail user overtaken.

(dd) Any trail user who is about to enter onto or cross a trail tread-

ay, shall yield the right of way to any trail user already on the treadway

to be entered or crossed.

{ee) When at approximately the same time, two trail users are about
0 enter an otherwise unmarked treadway intersection from different tread-
ways or are approaching an otherwise unmarked merger of two treadways
from any two directions, the trail user on the left shall yield the right-of-way
to the trail user on the right.

(7) Special events
No special events shall be held within a trail except with a written permit
of the C issil previously obtained. Such permit may exempt the
holder and other participants from the operation of any of the rules con-
tained herein, and may be revoked or ded by the C issi at any
time.
(f) USE OF CAMPING AND REST AREAS
(1) Camping
(as) Overnight camping is restricted to designated camping areas.
‘(bb) The duration of the stay of any person at said areas shail be no
more than two consecutive nights except where otherwise posted.
(cc) A fee may be prescribed by order of the Commissioner for use
of the camping areas and facilities, and if such a fee is prescribed, it shall be
paid before the area or facility is used.

(dd) There shall be no digging or trenching within the camping or
rest areas.

(ee) No persons or group of persons shall unreasonably exclude others
from campgrounds or rest areas.

(2) Fires
1t is unlawful to build a fire within a trail except in a fireplace or a fire
ring provided for that purpose. However, portable gas or liquid fueled camp
stoves may be used within a camping or rest area if such use does not create
a hazard or danger to the trail or to others.

(g) HUNTING AND TRAPPING
(1) Hunting
No firearm or bow and arrow shall be discharged within the trail at any
time, except for the purpose of lawful hunting during the period from
September 15th to March 30th only. No rifle, shotgun with slug, or bow and
arrow shall be discharged upon, over or across the trail treadway at any time.

(2) Trapping
The Commissioner may forbid the placement of any manner of animal
trap in any area of a trail by order.

(h) PROTECTING THE TRAIL
(1) Environment

No person shall disturb, destroy, injure, damage or remove any property
within trails including but not limited to vegetation, ruins, wildlife, geological
formations, signs, or facilities except edible fruit and wild animals legally
taken under the provisions of Section (g) subdivisions (1) and (2) of these
rules, and vegetation unavoidably damaged or destroyed by the ordinary
uses of the trail as specifically permitted by these regulations. Collections for
ugie?‘tiﬁc and educational PUTposes may be made with the written consent of
the previous] o ed
(2) Bill postihg

No persons shall post, paste, fasten, paint or affix any placard, bill, notice
or sign upon any structure, tree, stone, fence or enclosure in a trail.

(3) Obstructions

No person shail place or cause to remain within any trail, any snowmobile,
trailer, horse. bicycle or other object so as to obstruct the free use and enjoy-
ment of said trail. Any such obstruction shall be removed at the owners

p not claimed and p of expenses offered within a reasonable
time, which in no case shall be more than thirty days, it shall be disposed of
according to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 16.0231 concern-
ing the disposal of lost or abandoned property.

(4) Refuse
No person shall burn or dispose of garbage, refuse, litter or trash within
a trail except in receptacles provided for that purpose.

(i) PROTECTING OTHER USERS
(1) Personal conduct
Wi.thin a trail, no person, knowing or having reasonable grounds to know
that it will, or will tend to, alarm, anger or disturb others, or provoke an
assault, shall breach the peace by engaging in the following conduct:
(aa) Brawling, fighting or other violent conduct directed toward
another; or
(bb) Offensive, obscene, or abusive language or boisterous and noisy
conduct which might be reasonably expected to arouse alarm, anger or re-
sentment in others.

y

(2) Intoxication
No person while within a trail shall be in a state of intoxication brought
about by the consumption of-intoxicating liquor.
(3) Drugs
No person shall use, be in the possession of, or be under the influence of
drugs within a trail unless such use, possession or influence is pursuant to
and in compliance with a prescription from a licensed physician.
(4) Pets
No persons shall allow any pet animal to be unrestrained or unattended
except dogs used for hunting during legal hunting seasons in accordance with
Section (g) paragraph 1 of these rules. Such pets shall be restrained by a
leash not exceeding six feet.
(5) Peddling
No person shall peddle or solicit business of any nature, within a trail, or
use any of the lands or structures as a base for commercial operations.

(6) Safety
While being ridden or operated within a trail, horses, bicycles and snow-
mobiles must be under the control of the operator at all times.

(j) ADJACENT LAND
{1) Access
A trail shall not be used as an access to private lands without the consent
of the landowner, lessee, occupant or his agent.

(2) Posting
Failure to post private lands does not imply such consent for trail users.
(k) OTHER LAWS
(1) Safety regulations
All uses of trails will be subject to:
(aa) Commissioner’s Orders;
(bb) Snowmobile rules. regulations and safety laws: and
(cc) Bicycle rules, regulations and state laws.

(2) Contflict with other laws

(aa) Each p of the desi d State Recreational Trail Sys-
tem shall be subject to the provisions of these rules and regulations, provided
that in the event of conflict with some other law, rule or regulation of this
state, the more restrictive provision will apply.

(bb) No regulation or ordi dopted by a local unit of govern-
ment, may be inconsistent with these rules and reﬁgulations, except that local
regulations or ordinances concerning the use of firearms, bows and arrows,
and traps may be more restrictive than these rules and regulations.

(I) SUSPENSION OF RULES

The Commissioner may provide exceptions to the general rules for a
specific trail by order filed with the Secretary of State, if such exceptions
authorize activities which are not inconsistent with the purposes for which
the trail is established or better serve the public interest.

(m) PENALTY
Any person who shall violate any rules promulgated herein shall be guilty

of a misdemeanor and subject to arrest.
Filed June 13, 1975
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